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BACKGROUND

ÁSDGs from global to local levels

ÅGlobal indicators and reporting frameworks

ÅRelevant local policies and strategies (FSDS) 

ÅHow to address in a private organization?

ÁCo-operatives in advancing sustainability and 
the SDGs

ÅIndividual case studies

ÅMethodologies and frameworks

ÅHow we know from a local perspective?

Local Co-operatives 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF CO-OPS 
IN CANADA

ÁDefinition

òa legally incorporated corporation that 
is owned by an association of persons 
seeking to satisfy common needsó 
(Government of Canada, 2018)

ÁMember-owned & -governed

consumer/producer/worker/multi-
stakeholder-based

ÁValue-based and principle-driven

ÁLegislation 

non-financial/financial 

Co-op Values & Principles

3



CO-OPERATIVES IN 
NOVA SCOTIA

ÁHistory of community embeddedness

ÅAntigonish Movement: the British Canadian 
Co-operative Society, 1861

ÅCurrent engagement

ÁProvincial Legislation(for nonðfinancial 
co-ops)

ÅNova Scotia Co-operative Act (c. 98, 
RSNS 1989) 

ÁMembership structure

ÅConsumer/Producer (incl. worker)

Ç Total population N =279 (Registry of Joint Stock 

Companies -Government of Nova Scotia, 2016)

Ç Sampled population n =179

Source: Nova Scotia Co-operative Council, 2016
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RESEARCH OBJECTIVES & QUESTIONS

ÇTo what extent do mission statements of Nova Scotia-based 

co-operatives align with the SDGs in a local context? 

ÇAre there any differences in the extent to which SDGs are 

supported between different co-operative sectors? 
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How to interpret SDGs at a local level? 



INTERPRET SDGS AT A LOCAL LEVEL 

üFederal Government Sustainable 
Development Strategies (Canada)

üSDGs (Global)

üRelated government regulations 
and reports
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Textual Content Analysis

Localized SDG 

Framework
(including localized SDGs, 

coding categories, and 

inner-textual linkages)



SDGS AT A LOCAL LEVEL 
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CONDENSED 
CODING 

CATEGORIES
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Coding categories (including SDGs, sub-targets and specific codes)
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1.4.1 Inclusive access to basic 

services 

Å affordable and quality education; 

Å affordable food; 

Å affordable health-care services; 

Å clean water and sanitation; 

Å affordable and accessible housing services;  

Å natural resources and energy;

Å public transit

1.4.2 Inclusive access to 

economic resources

Å accessible technology; 

Å affordable financial services and investment; 

Å ownership and control over land & properties

1.4.3 Other accessible and 

affordable services and 

resources

Å affordable publications; 

Å accessible and affordable artworks and art-

related facilities; 

Å affordable funeral services
1

.5 1.5 Resilience of the poor and the vulnerable to climate change, and other 

economic, social and environmental shocks 



TEXTUAL LINKAGES AMONG LOCALIZED SDGS AND TARGETS 
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Type 1. Mutually supporting (n=5) Type 2.Relying and supporting (n=34) 

Type 3. Bidirectional enabling (n=27) Type 4. Unidirectional enabling (n=40) 


